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YOUNG WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT CONFERENCE RETURNS TO BIRMINGHAM GIRLS FOR SECOND YEAR
Birmingham, AL – Three Birmingham area women have teamed up to bring one of their dreams into reality for the second year. Chianti Cleggett, the founder of the conference, has always dreamed of empowering young women with the knowledge of what their futures can hold. This dream will became a reality last April with the very first Young Women’s Empowerment Conference, hosted at the McWane Center downtown and will return again on March 27th to host 60-65 selected girls at the YWCA.
“As three young professionals who volunteer with various groups around the city, all of us have seen a huge lack of self-esteem and motivation in teen girls,” says Cleggett, who has teamed with Jessica Vance and Noelle Cooper, to bring this project to fruition. “We all know that this often leads to teens dropping out of school, becoming pregnant or spending their lives in dead-end jobs.”  While there are many seminars aimed at adult women professionals seeking guidance, there is a missing link in that no one has done the same for teen women who are at an impressionable age and could most benefit from positive direction.  

The free conference, which is sponsored in part by the YWCA of Central Birmingham, welcomes applications from teen girls ages 14-19 through Friday, March 5th. “We hope to draw aspiring girls from all backgrounds, education levels, incomes and races,” says Cleggett. 

The summit will include three main speakers including Tasha Simone, radio personality from Hot 107.7 who was the number one rated speaker at the 2009 conference, as well as three panels focusing on preparation for college, careers in media, and careers in the medical sciences. Speakers include Phyllis Neill, CEO of WeMentor Social Media Marketing; Andrea McCaskey, President of Junior League Birmingham; Rashada Leroy, Editor-in-Chief of Upgrade Magazine; Allison Black Cornelius, Principal Consultant of BlackBOARD Consulting; and more.
Girls are invited to apply online at www.youngwomensempowermentconference.com to attend the conference. Additionally, teens can have their parents, school advisors or volunteer coordinators nominate them for one of six awards to be given out at the conference. These applications are also available online. Sixty to sixty-five applicants will be chosen to come together for a day of education and entertainment. They will leave feeling empowered to help themselves and their communities.  ###
